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November 14, 2025 
 
 
Kristen Schultz 
Email: kristen@secondstreet.org 
 
Dear Ms. Schultz: 
 
RE:  Access to Information Request, 25-26-1369 
 
 
Thank you for your Access to Information Request received in this office on October 9, 2025, 
pursuant to The Local Authority Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the Act) 
requesting: 

“Please provide documentation on the government’s (or health region’s) protocol 
for patients requiring potentially lifesaving heart surgery. Specifically, please 
provide documentation that indicates patients must be informed – at the time they 
decide to proceed with surgery or when it is presented as an option – of their 
expected wait time for surgery and the maximum recommended wait time for 
surgery. If a similar disclosure is required, please provide that documentation. The 
time period for this request is January 1, 2022 to present (we’re looking for the 
most recent documentation so if this protocol goes back further that is fine too – 
whatever is the current practice).” 

The Saskatchewan Health Authority is pleased to provide access to the document entitled Adult 
Diagnosis Codes For Surgical Prioritization 2025-2026.  A copy of the record is attached in the 
email. 
 
In addition, records you have requested are publicly available online at the links below: 

• Saskatchewan Health Authority’s “Informed Consent to Care” policy & frequently asked 
questions document, and the “Consent – Informed” Clinical Documentation & 
Communication Standard:  

            Informed Consent to Care Policy SHA-05-002.pdf 
Informed Consent to Care Policy SHA-05-002 Frequently Asked Questions.pdf 
CS-CDCS-0014 Consent - Informed - CS-CDCS-0014-Consent-Informed.pdf 

• Saskatchewan Ministry of Health’s Surgical Registry Policies and Procedures  
Surgical and Endoscopy Booking Resources | Health Care Administration and Provider 
Resources | Government of Saskatchewan 

 

https://documentfinder.saskhealthauthority.ca/en/viewer?file=%2fmedia%2fPolicies%2fSHA%2fInformed%20Consent%20to%20Care%20Policy%20SHA-05-002.pdf#search=SHA-05-002&phrase=false&pagemode=bookmarks
https://documentfinder.saskhealthauthority.ca/en/viewer?file=%2fmedia%2fPolicies%2fSHA%2fInformed%20Consent%20to%20Care%20Policy%20SHA-05-002%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf#search=SHA-05-002&phrase=false&pagemode=bookmarks
https://documentfinder.saskhealthauthority.ca/en/viewer?file=%2fmedia%2fPolicies%2fZ%20Clinical%20Standards%2fClinical%20Documentation%20and%20Communication%20Standards%2fCS-CDCS-0014-Consent-Informed.pdf#search=CS-CDCS-0014&phrase=false&pagemode=bookmarks
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/surgical-and-endoscopy-booking-resources#surgical-registry-policies-and-procedures
https://www.saskatchewan.ca/government/health-care-administration-and-provider-resources/surgical-and-endoscopy-booking-resources#surgical-registry-policies-and-procedures
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If you have any questions regarding this file, please contact me at (306) 883-4460 or by email at 
dana.doucette@saskhealthauthority.ca.  

 
Should you be dissatisfied with the response you receive or the manner in which your request is 
handled, as per section 38 of the Act you may, within one year of being given written notice or 
from the date deemed to be the last day of notice, apply for a formal process review by 
submitting a written request to:  Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner, 503-1801 
Hamilton Street, REGINA SK S4P 4B4. 
 
Please note that it would be most helpful if you could cite the assigned identifier number when 
making an enquiry. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
Dana Doucette 
Director, Privacy 
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Cardiac Surgery 
 Diagnosis 

Code 
Diagnosis Description Priority 

Wait 
Time 

Urgent 
Priority 

31HDAA Endocarditis (embolus, vegetation, heart block) 1 2 wks 
31HDBA Laser lead extraction for infection 1 2 wks 
31HDBB Laser lead extraction (lead fracture or impending failure) 1 2 wks 
31HHAA Other symptomatic arrhythmias 1 2 wks 
31HZAA Valve (tissue or native) dysfunction with deteriorating hemodynamics and perfusion 1 2 wks 
31IJAA Left main stenosis > 70% 1 2 wks 
31IJAB Hemodynamic instability plus post MI complication 1 2 wks 
31IJAC Unstable angina on IV nitroglycerine drip/heparin drip 1 2 wks 
31IJAD Syncope due to coronary ischemia 1 2 wks 
31YYAA Generator replacement (urgent - end of life - default mode) 1 2 wks 
31ZZZA Cardiac surgery other P1* 1 2 wks 

High 
Priority 

31HDAB Endocarditis without hemodynamic deterioration 3 6 wks 
31HDBC Laser lead extraction (too many leads) 3 6 wks 
31HPAA LV aneurysm with failure, embolization, dysrhythmias 3 6 wks 
31HZAB Congenital or valvular heart disease with embolization or other symptoms 3 6 wks 
31HZAC Congenital or valvular lesion with pulmonary hypertension 3 6 wks 
31HZBA Unable to work including as homemaker due to cardiac disease 3 6 wks 
31HZBB Unable to care for dependents due to cardiac disease 3 6 wks 
31HZCA Cardiac tumours 3 6 wks 
31HZFA Cardiovascular foreign bodies 3 6 wks 
31IDAA Asymptomatic aortic aneurysm 3 6 wks 
31IDBA Aortic stenosis with syncope, angina or heart failure 3 6 wks 
31IJAE Persistent unstable angina 3 6 wks 
31IJAF Recurrent angina within 6 months of MI 3 6 wks 
31IJAG Symptomatic or asymptomatic CAD with ominous anatomy and left main stenosis 

>50% 
3 6 wks 

 
31IJAH 

Symptomatic or asymptomatic CAD with ominous anatomy and 3-vessel disease with 
reduced LV Fn or proximal LAD 

 
3 

 
6 wks 

31IJAI Symptomatic or asymptomatic CAD with ominous anatomy and left main equivalent 3 6 wks 
 
31IJAJ 

Symptomatic or asymptomatic CAD with Non-invasive confirmation of ischemia 
including in-patients with double and single vessel disease 

 
3 

 
6 wks 

31IJAK Symptomatic or asymptomatic CAD with prior ischemia induced VT/VF 3 6 wks 
31YYAB Generator replacement (routine) 3 6 wks 
31ZZZC Cardiac surgery other P3* 3 6 wks 

Less 
urgent 
Priority 

31HPAB Subaortic stenosis with evidence of secondary aortic valve deterioration 4 12 wks 
31HZAD Critical valvular disease with stable symptoms 4 12 wks 
31HZAE Valvular disease with deteriorating or reduced ventricular function 4 12 wks 
31HZDA Congenital lesions with stable symptoms 4 12 wks 
31IJAL Intractable chronic angina 4 12 wks 

Other* 31ZZZD Cardiac surgery other P4* 4 12 wks 
31ZZZB Cardiac surgery other P2* 2 4 wks 
31ZZZE Cardiac surgery other P5* 5 26 wks 

 provide unique diagnosis in free text description 
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Dental Surgery 

 
  

 Diagnosis 
Code 

Diagnosis Description Priority 
Wait 
Time 

Dental 
Disease 

91FEAC Exposure of teeth 5 26 wks 
91FEAD Dental implant 5 26 wks 
91FEBB Erupted teeth - associated with severe dental disease requiring extraction 2 4 wks 
91FEBD Erupted teeth - associated with moderate dental disease requiring extraction 4 12 wks 
91FEBE Erupted teeth - associated with mild dental disease requiring extraction 5 26 wks 
91FEDB Impacted teeth - associated with severe dental disease 2 4 wks 
91FEDD Impacted teeth - associated with moderate dental disease 4 12 wks 
91FEDE Impacted teeth - associated with mild dental disease 5 26 wks 
91FGAA Foreign body 4 12 wks 
91FKAC Dental disease-mild pain/infection with low medical risk 5 26 wks 
91FKAD Dental disease-moderate pain/infection with moderate medical risk 4 12 wks 
91FKAF Dental disease-severe pain/infection with severe medical risk 2 4 wks 

Dental Exam 91FKCA Dental Examination and Treatment 5 26 wks 
91FKCB Clinical Evaluation and Care (unable to examine due to comorbidity and/or discomfort) 

High Risk Medical Status  
2 
 

4 wks 

91FKCC Clinical Evaluation and Care (unable to examine due to comorbidity and/or discomfort) 
Moderate Risk Medical Status 

4 12 wks 

Other * 
 

91ZZZA Dental surgery other P1 1 2 wks 
91ZZZB Dental Surgery other P2 2 4 wks 
91ZZZC Dental surgery other P3 3 6 wks 
91ZZZD Dental surgery other P4 4 12 wks 
91ZZZE Dental surgery other P5 5 12 wks 

 provide unique diagnosis in free text description 



 
SASKATCHEWAN DIAGNOSIS CODE LIST 2025-26 

 
 

Diagnosis Code List 2024-25 (version 03.19.2024)            Page 5 of 28   

 Gender Dysphoria Surgery 

  

 Diagnosis 
Code 

Diagnosis Description Priority 
Wait 
Time 

Gender 
Dysphoria 

39PZGD Gender Dysphoria; urgent revisions for urinary complications 2 4 wks 

35ZZGD Gender Dysphoria; minor revisions and/or staging procedures 4 12 wks 

35ZZGE Gender Dysphoria; primary and/or non-urgent revisions 5 26 wks 
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General Surgery 

 Diagnosis 
Code 

Diagnosis Description Priority 
Wait 
Time 

Adrenalectomy 30PBAE Primary aldosteronism or Cushing's syndrome 3 6 wks 
30PBAF Pheochromocytoma 2 4 wks 
30PBAG Non-functioning adenoma 4 12 wks 
30PBCE Adrenal cancer (known or suspected) 2 4 wks 

Benign 
Anorectal 
Disease 

30NTAA Haemorrhoids 5 26 wks 
30NTAC Anal fissure 5 26 wks 
30NTAD Anal fistula with sepsis 3 6 wks 
30NTAE Anal fistula 5 26 wks 
30NTAF Benign lesions 4 12 wks 
30NTAH Anal fissure severe pain 2 4 wks 
30NTAI AIN/Anal lesion NYD (rule out malignancy) 2 4 wks 

Breast 30YMBA Breast cancer risk requiring prophylactic mastectomy 4 12 wks 
30YMCC Breast cancer (including high risk phyllodes) 2 4 wks 
30YMCE Benign breast disease 4 12 wks 
30YMCF Breast cancer for immediate breast reconstruction 2 4 wks 
30YMCG Premalignant lesion (including DCIS, low risk phyllodes) 3 6 wks 
30YMCH Atypical breast lesion (including ADH, radial scar, papillary lesion, etc.) 3 6 wks 
30YMCI Post mastectomy defect - second stage reconstruction  4 12 wks 
30YMCJ Acute wound requiring surgery, high risk  1 2 wks 
30YMCK Acute wound requiring surgery, low risk  2 4 wks 

Colorectal 
Surgery 

30NMAB Diverticular stricture of the colon (impending obstruction) 1 2 wks 
30NMAC Obstructing Crohn's disease 1 2 wks 
 
30NMAD 

Inflammatory bowel disease without complication of haemorrhage, 
perforation/sepsis, or obstruction 

 
3 

 
6 wks 

30NMCA Colonic carcinoma 2 4 wks 
30NMCB Colonic carcinoma - partially obstructing 1 2 wks 
30NMEA Prophylactic colectomy 4 12 wks 
30NMEB Diverticular disease (recurrent diverticulitis) 5 26 wks 
30NMEC Diverticular disease (fistula, stricture without impending obstruction) 4 12 wks 
30NMED Endoscopically unresectable polyp 3 6 wks 
30NPAA Temporary stoma - reversal of colostomy/ileostomy 4 12 wks 
30NQAC Procidentia 4 12 wks 
30NQCA Rectal carcinoma 2 4 wks 
30NQCB Rectal carcinoma with short course preop radiation 1 2 wks 
30NQCC Rectal cancer preop chemo-radiotherapy down staging 3 6 wks 
30NQEF Endoscopically unresectable rectal polyp 3 6 wks 
30NVAB Chronic appendicitis/resolved acute appendicitis 4 12 wks 

30NVAC Suspected neoplasm appendix (mucocele, carcinoid, etc) 2 4 wks 

Codes 30NMDD to 30OZZE 
have been removed  

Endoscopy procedures must use Endoscopy Booking Form                                                                          
and refer to Endoscopy Diagnosis Code Set 

Hepatobiliary 
Pancreatic 

30OAAA Liver Transplant - Living Donor 1 2 wks 
30OACA Hepatocellular carcinoma 2 4 wks 
30OACB Metastatic liver disease 2 4 wks 
30OACC Liver benign tumour 3 6 wks 
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General Surgery cont’d 
 Diagnosis 

Code 
Diagnosis Description Priority 

Wait 
Time 

Hepatobiliary 
Pancreatic 
continued 

30ODAB Biliary colic - severe (daily pain) previous CBD stone/pancreatitis 1 2 wks 
30ODAC Biliary colic - intermediate (frequent pain) 3 6 wks 
30ODAD Biliary colic - chronic (infrequent symptoms) 4 12 wks 
30ODCA Gall bladder carcinoma 2 4 wks 
30ODCC Gall bladder polyps 4 12 wks 
30OEAD Benign bile duct stricture 4 12 wks 
30OECA Bile duct tumour 2 4 wks 
30OJAB Chronic pancreatitis 4 12 wks 
30OJCB Malignant pancreatic tumour or non-functioning endocrine tumour 2 4 wks 
30OJCH Endocrine tumour of pancreas - functioning 1 2 wks 

 
Hernias 

30SYAA Inguinal or femoral hernia - symptomatic 4 12 wks 
30SYAE Inguinal or femoral hernia - asymptomatic 5 26 wks 
30SYAB Umbilical/epigastric hernia - symptomatic 4 12 wks 
30SYAF Umbilical/epigastric hernia - asymptomatic 5 26 wks 
30SYAC Incarcerated hernia (inguinal, umbilical, incisional) without bowel 

obstruction 
2 4 wks 

30SYAD Incisional/ventral hernia 4 12 wks 
Kidney 30PCAJ Chronic renal failure requiring dialysis access 3 6 wks 

Laparoscopy 30OZAA Diagnosis laparoscopy - benign 3 6 wks 
30OZCA Staging laparoscopy – suspect malignant 1 2 wks 

Morbid Obesity 30OZBC Morbid obesity once cleared for surgery through pre-conditioning program 4 12 wks 

Retroperitoneal 
Tumour 

30OTCA Retroperitoneal malignancy 2 4 wks 

Salivary Gland 30FPCC Salivary gland benign disease 4 12 wks 

30FPCD Salivary gland malignancy 2 4 wks 
Skin 30MZCC Lymphadenopathy suspected malignancy 1 2 wks 

30YSAA Pilonidal disease 4 12 wks 

30YZCH 
Malignant melanoma, squamous cell carcinoma and head and neck cancers 
T1N1 or T2N0 or higher 

1 2 wks 

30YZCI Cutaneous malignant Melanoma or squamous cell carcinoma, T1N0 2 4 wks 
30YZCJ Cutaneous or subcutaneous tumours -- confirmed or suspected malignancy 2 4 wks 

Small Bowel 30NKCA Small bowel tumour 2 4 wks 
30NPAB Medically refractory Crohn's disease 3 6 wks 

30NPHA Small bowel stricture with partial obstruction (Crohn's, radiation, 
anastamotic, etc) 

2 4 wks 

Spleen 30OBCA Splenic tumour 2 4 wks 
30OBAD Splenectomy for hematologic disease 3 6 wks 
30OBAE Splenectomy for symptomatic splenomegaly 4 12 wks 

Stomach and 
Esophagus 

30NAAA Esophageal  stricture-with  obstruction 1 2 wks 
30NAAB Esophageal    stricture-without obstruction 4 12 wks 
30NACA Esophageal cancer 1 2 wks 
30NAAC Achalasia 4 12 wks 
30NFFA Nutritional support - feeding gastrostomy 2 4 wks 
30NFFB Gastric outlet obstruction  2 4 wks 
30GXAH Paraesophageal hernia - no complication 4 12 wks 
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General Surg ery cont’d 

 

  

 Diagnosis 
Code 

Diagnosis Description Priority 
Wait 
Time 

Stomach and 
Esophagus 
continued 

30NFFC Medically refractory GERD 4 12 wks 
30NFCD GIST tumour of the stomach 3 6 wks 
30NFCE Gastric Malignancy 1 2 wks 

 
 
Thyroid and 
Parathyroid 

30FUAB Asymptomatic benign mass-goiter or cyst 5 26 wks 
30FUAC Benign mass – goiter with compressive symptoms 3 6 wks 
30FUCA Medullary thyroid cancer 2 4 wks 
30FUCD Benign neoplasm/thyroid mass: rule out malignancy 4 12 wks 
30FUCF Malignant thyroid disease except non-metastatic stage 1 papillary carcinoma 2 4 wks 
30FUCH Early-stage papillary thyroid cancer 3 6 wks 
30FVAB Hyperparathyroidism - significant symptoms or Calcium > 3.0 mmol/L 2 4 wks 
30FVAC Hyperparathyroidism 4 12 wks 

Unscheduled 
Case 

30ZZAB Predominantly unscheduled cases - complex benign 4 12 wks 
30ZZCB Predominantly unscheduled cases - complex malignant 2 4 wks 

 
Other* 

30ZZZA General surgery other P1 1 2 wks 
30ZZZB General surgery other P2 2 4 wks 
30ZZZC General surgery other P3 3 6 wks 
30ZZZD General surgery other P4 4 12 wks 
30ZZZE General surgery other P5 5 26 wks 

 provide unique diagnosis in free text description 




