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Reference:  206-IH-2020-2021 
 
January 20, 2021 
 
Gage Haubrich 
Sent via email:  Gage Haubrich <gage@secondstreet.org> 
 
Re: Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (the Act) Response to Request for Information 

 
Request 
Interior Health (IH) received your request for access to information under the Act.   Your request was: 

I have two requests.  My Requests are as follows: 
1. Please provide data on the number of patients that died while on a waiting list for a surgical procedure in 2019-20. Please break the 
data out by procedure and case info – date the patient was referred to a specialist, decision date, date for the procedure and date of 
cancellation. Please also note the government’s target time for providing the procedure in question. (Note: many hospitals/health regions 
were able to identify such cases as they track the reason for cancelled operations) 
2. Please provide data on the number of patients that died while on a waiting list for either a diagnostic scan or a consultation with a 
specialist in 2019-20. Please break the data out by procedure and case info – date the patient went on the waiting list, date for the 
meeting with the specialist or date for diagnostic scan (if scheduled), and date of cancellation. Please also note the government’s target 
time for providing the meeting or scan in question. (Note: many hospitals/health regions were able to identify such cases as they track the 
reason for cancelled operations) 

Response 
The following responsive records are available by clicking this secure link: https://sftp.interiorhealth.ca/?u=dKaH&p=RNVB&path=/206-IH-2020-
2021%20Appendix%20A%20and%20B.pdf

 Please be advised that our information team has indicated that the data in the control and custody of Interior Health cannot be used to 
determine a correlation between the surgery and a patient death i.e. surgical procedure and cause of death may not be related

 206-IH-2020-2021 Appendix A – Elective Surgical Bookings Cancelled due to Patient Death
 206-IH-2020-2021 Appendix B – Medical Imaging Bookings Cancelled due to Patient Death 
 Please note that the link will expire in 30 calendar days 

Any redactions identified in the records include reference to a section of the Act. You can find the Act here: 
http://www.bclaws.ca/Recon/document/ID/freeside/96165_00.

Review
Under s. 52 of the Act, you may ask the Information and Privacy Commissioner to review IH’s response to your request.  You have 30 
days from receipt of this letter to request a review by writing to:  

Information and Privacy Commissioner 
PO Box 9038 Stn Prov Govt 
4th Floor, 947 Fort Street, Victoria BC, V8W 9A4 
Telephone 250-387-5629 Fax 250-387-1696 

If you wish to request a review, please provide the Commissioner’s office with: 
1. Your name, address and telephone number; 
2. The request number IH assigned to your request (the “reference” at the top of this letter); 
3. The type of request you made (i.e. access, correction, fee complaint, time limit complaint); 
4. A copy of IH’s decision; and 
5. The reasons or grounds upon which you are requesting the review.

 
Sincerely, 
Catharine Bruch 
Freedom of Information Department, Interior Health Authority  










